
MATTHEW
BIRTH OF A KING

Talk 4: You Already Won
Talk 5: God Will Have The Last Say

PRAY AND BELIEVE
Welcome to the Second Chapter of the book of Matthew! It’s wonderful, isn’t it? 
How all of us devote time every Feast to discuss the Word, then share it with 
one another, and realize that there’s so much more in the Bible that we’ve 
been missing all this time. 

Today as we go on, we are given the message that
WE HAVE ALREADY WON. 

In a sense, it’s about the age-old cliché of “looking at the brighter side”,
or the “half empty versus half full” glass of water. 

But hey, that’s the truth. When we follow Jesus and let Him reign in our lives, 
we see all our problems as challenges that make our faith stronger. We see 
working overtime as an opportunity to be thankful that we have stable jobs. 
We look at being single (not in a relationship) as a chance to be better 
versions of our ourselves while waiting for the person of our dreams.  

It’s not an easy task to always look at the brighter side. It can be hard and 
tiring. But we believe that there is always something greater because we are 
children of God; and He only has the best plans for us. Pray and believe.

I’m happy you’re here.

Allan

Today, I receive all of God’s love for me. 
Today, I open myself to the unbounded, limitless, 

overflowing abundance of God’s universe. 
Today, I open myself to Your blessings, healing, and miracles. 

Today, I open myself to God’s Word so that 
I become more like Jesus every day. Today, I proclaim that 

I’m God’s Beloved. I’m God’s Servant, I’m God’s Powerful Champion, 
And because I am blessed, I will bless the world, In Jesus’ Name. 

Amen.
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Thank You Lord for blessings and answering my prayer, for a full time job! - Clang

Thank You Lord for my new job and for a very graceful exit from our old job. Thank You for guiding me 
to step out of my comfort zone. - Cams Rosario

Thank You Lord for all the blessings, for giving me loving parents, partner and friends. Lord, Thank You 
for always giving me strength sa pag-face sa mga current struggles ko. Thank You Lord kasi kahit 
kelan hindi mo kami pinababayaan. - Lou

Thank You Lord for the recovery of Sis Gail and good health for Baby Amari. - Anonymous

THANK YOU NOTES



RESET YOUR LIFE
I believe that every morning, God gives you an opportunity 
to press the reset button of your life.  Especially now as we 
start a new year.  And a new decade!

Let go of the past.  Start anew!
You may have lost some battles in 2019, but that’s only 
from a short-term context.  God never thinks in that way, 
and if we want to follow Him, we must learn how He thinks.  
God always thinks long-term. And from the long-term 
context, you already won.  

This 2020, will you be the good guy or will you be the bad 
guy?  Warning: In the short term, bad guys win.  But it will 
be short lived.  At the end of the day, good guys win.  You 
already won.

May your dreams come true,

Bo Sanchez

PS. Bring your Bibles to the Feast this 2020.  As we read 
the text, dirty your bibles: underline, encircle, and scribble 
little notes in the margins.  Make it your own.  Listen to His 
Word.

People that we love will hurt us. Yes, and believe it or not, we will hurt them too.

We all dream of a happy relationship. A couple that laugh together, eat together, the cuddle and the 
pecks. Weekend dates, morning walks, midnight talks, sweet gestures. The “I love you”, the “I miss 
you”.  The grand proposal and of course the perfect wedding. And Oh! We can’t miss the “Grow Old 
with You” theme song! 

Well, these are called dreams for a reason. Dream is different from reality and to achieve a dream, it 
takes hard work. A lot of it.

When the expectation fades. Reality kicks in.  And that’s when the true love test begins!

If you really think of it, it is not every day “I love you”. It is deeper my friend, and much harder than 
you think.

Married people, to be fair after honeymoon, pretty much argue on everything.
As simple as where to put the frame, the shoes not on rack, dirty clothes everywhere, leaving the toilet 
seat up to big stuff such as money, sex, vices, working late, infidelity, different goals, different 
perspectives, kids, quality time, chores, jealousy, in-laws, business, and a lot more.

80% you argue, 20% you make love.  Some quit, some just bite a lip.

It has only been 3 years since we got married. So new. But we had a point where we almost quit.

Personally, I find married life difficult and very challenging. I have no regrets but this stage of my life is 
where I am hurt the most. Hurt not by my partner but the situation I am in. My single life was a walk in 
the park, free, independent, chill and easy. But now I have fears, I feel vulnerable because I am not the 
only one in control.  

Maybe that is the point. God leads us to our life partner not for comfort but for character-building. 
Being with someone is not easy but it makes us a better and stronger person. Yes we are hurt, we fight 
but we learn, we forgive, we compromise.

Love actually is a sacrifice.  We love not because but despite. 

It is painful yet beautiful.

Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during 
the reign of King Herod. About that time some 
wise menfrom eastern lands arrived in Jerusa-
lem, asking, 2 “Where is the newborn king
of the Jews? We saw his star as it rose, and we 
have come to worship him.”
3 King Herod was deeply disturbed when he 
heard this, as was everyone in Jerusalem. 
4 He called a meeting of the leading priests
and teachers of religious law and asked,
“Where is the Messiah supposed to be born?”
5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they said, “for this is 
what the prophet wrote:
6 ‘And you, O Bethlehem in the land of Judah,
are not least among the ruling citiesof Judah,
for a ruler will come from you who will be the 
shepherd for my people Israel.’”
7 Then Herod called for a private meeting with 
the wise men, and he learned from them the
time when the star first appeared. 8 Then
he told them, “Go to Bethlehem and search 
carefully for the child. And when you find him, 
come back and tell me so that I can go and 
worship him, too!”

Continue to  (Matthew 2: 1-12)

(1) Can you identify the King Herods and King Jesus in your life? After hearing today's talk, how do 
you plan to deal with the King Herods in your life and how can you be like King Jesus?

(2) Share you experiences on the 3 Reasons Bad things Happen To Us: 1. Mostly Our Fault 2. Partly 
Our Fault 3. Not Our Fault

TALK 4:
YOU’VE ALREADY WON

After they had left, an angel of the Lord 
appeared in a dream to Joseph and said, 
“Herod will be looking for the child in order to 
kill him. So get up, take the child and his 
mother and escape to Egypt, and stay there 
until I tell you to leave.”  14 Joseph got up, 
took the child and his mother, and left during 
the night for Egypt, 15 where he stayed until 
Herod died. This was done to make come true 
what the Lord had said through the prophet, “I 
called my Son out of Egypt.”  16 When Herod 
realized that the visitors from the East had 
tricked him, he was furious. He gave orders to 
kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its neighbor-
hood who were two years old and young-
er—this was done in accordance with what he 
had learned from the visitors about the time 
when the star had appeared.  17 In this way 
what the prophet Jeremiah had said came true: 
18 “A sound is heard in Ramah, the sound of 
bitter weeping.  Rachel is crying for her 
children; she refuses to be comforted, for they 
are dead.”  (Matthew 2:13-17 GNT)

TALK 5:
GOD WILL HAVE THE LAST SAY

PERSONAL REFLECTION AND GROUP DISCUSSION:

LOVE ACTUALLY Reflection by Meredith Gray


